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WHAT WoULD THOVAS DO?

ACT |
SCENE 1

(The Journal i sm Wor kr oom of
John Phillip Sousa High
School on the first day of
school this year. ERIN, a
Senior, wal ks over to a
desk and pulls out a pencil
and starts witing. FRANK
al so a Senior, enters from
right.)

FRANK
| magine this. Erin's already hard at work on the | atest version
of the paper.

ERI' N
Why Frank you sound so shocked?
FRANK
Shocked? | knew exactly where to find you.
ERI' N

Good. Then you nust be ready to get to work.

FRANK
OCh, conme on. The bell hasn't even rung and you are ordering ne
ar ound.

ERI' N
(Smling widely)
Just like old tines.

(FRANK sits down at a
conputer and starts to

type. At that nonent,

M SS POTTER, the new English
and Journalismteacher

wal ks into the Wrkroom)

M SS POTTER
Ch, sorry. | didn't expect anyone to be in here.

ERI N
Sorry about that. | guess the other teachers forgot to warn you
about ne.

M SS POTTER

Wiy is that?
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FRANK
Erin could be called obsessed wwth the paper. The first Freshman
to land on the staff of the Tattler and she's pretty nmuch run it
ever since. Even if her title on the staff wasn't Editor.

M SS POTTER
Ah...Wait, what did you call the paper?
ERI N
The Tattler. It's the nicknanme for the paper, The Tuba Tattler.
Naned after the school's mascot.
M SS POTTER
And the mascot is?
FRANK

The proud mascot of John Phillip Sousa H gh School is the Fighting
Sousaphone, a.k.a. the tuba.

ERI' N
Not hi ng beats our marching band full of drunms and tubas.

FRANK
O, how about the tuba quartet that goes to all of the | ocal
nursing hones at Christmas and Okt oberfest.

ERI N
Onmmm Papa for sure. Renenber that great all tuba arrangenent of
Bri gadoon for |ast year's play.

FRANK
Never will we see the Scottish nove |ike that again. Wat do you
expect when the Hi gh School Play Sponsor wites the production.

ERI N
We'll have to nmake sure that our new teacher's around for the al
tuba pl ayi ng of Danny Boy. Boy the pipes, the pipes are calling.

FRANK
More like crying. By the way, | don't think |I caught your nane,
M ss?

M SS POTTER
(extendi ng her hand)
M ss Potter. Mss Harriet Potter.

ERI N
(Shaking M SS POTTERS' s
hand)
Kinda |ike the boy wizard fromall those books.
M SS POTTER
Yes. |If there ever was a reason for ne to get married, it was

t hose seven books and all the jokes that cones with them
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FRANK
(Al so shaking M SS POITER s
hand)
It is a pleasure to neet you Mss Potter. |'m Frank. You have *

al ready been introduced to Erin.

M SS POTTER
So, since you two already seemto be working, what do you have in
mnd for this year's edition of the Tattler.

ERI N
| was thinking we need to do sonething new to shake things up a
little.

M SS POITER
Such as?

ERI' N
VWhat about an advice colum? W can play it a little tongue-in-
cheek whil e answering the questions of our readers.

M SS POITER
| like that idea.

FRANK
| like it too. What should it be call ed.

ERI' N
Good question. How about Tattler Tips?

M SS POTTER
No disrespect, but | think this school has enough hard T's as it
is.

ERI N
(Emphasi ze t's.)
Total ly true.

M SS POTTER
Frank, any ideas?

FRANK
Hrmm . . how about What Woul d Thomas Do?

ERI N
| Iike the sound of that. Though who is Thonas?

FRANK
Thomas is no one. An alias for the person who wites the colum.

ERI N
Ch, stupid ne. ay, then who should wite it?

M SS POTTER
Since you cane up with the nane, Frank, do you want to wite it?
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FRANK
Sure, it would be ny honor. Should |I cone up with sone sanple
letters for the first run. Just to let the readers know what we

are | ooking for. *
M SS POTTER
Good idea...l guess you both have your duties. Tinme to get
cracki ng.
(The class period bell RINGS.)
ERI' N
(G abbi ng her bag.)
We sure will, but now we need to get to class. See ya |later Mss
Potter.
FRANK

Yes, see you third hour Mss Potter.
(Everyone exits to the right.
MARVI N and DARRYL enter
fromthe left carrying

broons.)
MARVI N
Hey Darryl .
DARRYL
Hey Marvin, what?
MARVI N

Did you ever hear the one about the boy's |ocker roomthat kept
itself clean?

DARRYL
No, | didn't.

MARVI N
Good, because | haven't either.

DARRYL
Speaki ng of keeping things clean, we better watch out, here cones
a herd of kids into the Commobns Area.



ACT |
SCENE 2

(Later that day in the
Commons Area, a group of
students gather. LEWS, a
Junior, walks into the
roomw th ROGER, also a
Junior. Fromthe opposite
side wal ks in STACE, a
Juni or too.)

LEW S
So Roger, you went all summer long with out conpeting in any way
agai nst Stacie?

ROGER
Yes. Sure, we both would race out to get the papers in the
morning. | beat her nost of the tinme. W just didn't have any
consequences on it.

LEW S

How coul d you not put sonething down on that. Wat would have
made you strive to win that nuch nore?

ROGER

Lews, it's the sinple satisfaction of beating her.
LEW S

Oh, sure, like that is all you need.
STACI E

(I'n a nocking tone.)
Yeah, Roger, it takes a lot nore than the sinple satisfaction of
beating nme to get you to actually w n.

ROGER
But...But, | beat you all those tinmes Stacie.

STACI E
Haven't you learned after all these years of being ny next door
nei ghbor that it takes nme a good three hours to wake up during
t he sunmer.

ROGER
Oh, no wonder | always noved faster than you. Ckay, what's your
reason for the days you beat ne?

STACI E
Those days were the ones where | renenbered ny sleep shorts had
sonme revealing holes in the back. | really need to get sone new
ones.
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ROGER
VWl are you awake now?

STACI E
Yes. |. Am

ROGER
Good.

LEW S

Hey everyone, we have our first conpetition of the year.

(The students all gather

around.)
STACI E
What' s the ganme?
ROGER
An ol di e but a goodi e.
STACI E
Ch yeah?
ROGER
Yeah. Step on a crack, you break your nother's back.
LEW S
Excell ent choice. This will be a great chall enge.
STACI E
Ckay, we'll start over there. First one to touch a crack | oses.
ROGER

Agreed. Wnner picks the prize.

(ROGER and STACI E shake
hands. They wal k over to
the right side and |ine

up.)

ROGER
Ladi es first.

STACI E
That's why |'mwaiting for you to make the first nove.

(ROGER grunbles to hinself
and takes the first step.

He avoids the crack. Stacie
make the next nove,
successful too. Roger and
Stacie trade the next two
steps.)
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STACI E
(As ROCGER is taking a step.)
Don't screw up there.

(ROGER | ooses hi s bal ance
and dangles until his foot
falls on the crack. Both
a CHEER and a GROAN go up
fromthe crowd as ROGER
stunbles to the ground.)

LEW S
(Pull'ing ROGER up.)
Tough luck Buddy, but that was a great showdown. Good job there
St aci e.

STACI E
Thanks Lew s, | knew | was gonna win all the time. You ready to
pay up Roger.

ROGER

| guess. \What do you have in m nd?

(STACIE |l eans in and whispers
into ROGER s ear.)

ROGER
Already this year you want that? Dang, | was hoping to have a
few nore days of football practice to fit into that. Don't worry,
"1l pay up. It just mght take a couple of days.

STACI E
"1l give you a few days. It will be worth it...See you boys

| ater, especially you, Roger.
(STACIE exits the stage.)

LEW S
So she already wants to see the new one?

ROCGER
Yep.

(ROGER s cell phone all of
a sudden rings as the new
Principal, MSTER
LONGERFLUWMM enters. ROCER
reaches for the phone.)

M STER LONGERFLUW
Who's phone is that? Don't you know that cell phones are not to
be brought inside this school.

ROGER
It's mne. Sorry Sir, | forgot about that rule.
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M STER LONGERFLUWM
If you all of a sudden renenber, why are you answering the call?

ROGER
It's my nom..Wat's that nonf? You' re going to the hospital
You need to be in traction again...It just snapped loudly...Ch
no, | had nothing to do with that...Sure, I'll be by after school
if you are still there...Bye, Mm

M STER LONGERFLUW
What's wong with your nother?

ROGER
Oh, she just hurt her back again.

(LEW S and M STER LONGERFLUWMM
stands there with a | ook
of shock on their faces.)

M STER LONGERFLUVM
"1l let you by on the phone, this tinme. Just renenber for
t onmor r ow.

ROGER
Yes, Sir.

END OF ACT |




ACT 1|
SCENE 1

(A few days | ater, HALLEY
and BOBBI stand anong a
group of students in the
Commons Area. TARA wal ks
by hol di ng new copi es of
The Tattler.)

HALLEY
Look, it's the new edition of the paper.

BOBBI
Great, | need sonething besides the Pythagorean Theory to read
about .

(They wal k over to TARA.)

TARA

Get your Tattlers while they are still hot off the copier.

(HALLEY and BOBBI grab a
copy each. They wal k
forward as they pour over
the new edition of the

Tattler.)
HALLEY
Qoh, look at this, sonething newin the Tattler.
BOBBI
What's that?
HALLEY
It | ooks |like an advice columm called "Wat Wuld Thomas Do?"
BOBBI
Real ly? Well what does it say?
HALLEY
(reading directly fromthe
paper)
Dear Thomas,...| have a tough choice to make. This sunmer, while
wor ki ng on ny grandparent's Rutebega farm Trust ne you have
lived wthout "enjoying" a Rutebega ice creamparfait...|l becane
rat her acquainted with a local girl. Nowthis would not be a

probl em except | have a girlfriend back here...How should |I handl e
the issue of multiple girlfriends? Sure they have a few hundred
mles separating each other. | would like to stay friends with
the gal fromthe Geat and d orious Rutebega Valley. Yes, that
is the nane for the area where ny grandparents |ive.

( MORE)
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HALLEY ( CONT' D)
That expl ains so nuch about our famly gatherings...But, | don't
want to lose ny girlfriend...Wat would you do Thomas?... Si ncerely,
Rut ebega-ed Qut...Dear Rute,...Ch what a fine ness you have gotten
into. |I'mnot even touching the change in your skin pignment from
your Rutebega based diet all sumrer long...l could get into the
many dangers of maintaining a relationship with two significant
others at the sanme tine, but that is another letter...You have
two choices, admt your failing to your current girlfriend and
hope for forgiveness. O, look into the witness protection
program..The first is your best choice. Hopefully she wll
under stand the appeal of sonmeone who is not many decades your
seni or and not obsessed with a plant. This is assum ng that you

and your Rutebega Valley friend were just that...If you two were
nmore than friends, mght | suggest looking into life in Costa
Ri ca...Rutebega-ly Yours,...Thomas
BOBBI
Ww, | sure hope that guy is not ny boyfriend. Because if it's *
him Costa Rica wouldn't be a safe place for him *
TARA

It can't be your boyfriend. Renenber, he is allergic to Rutebega.

BOBBI
Oh, that's right. Silly ne.

(The girls walk off to the
left.)



ACT 1|
SCENE 2

(M STER LONGERFLUWM wal ks
fromthe right into his
office. He picks up a
copy of the paper and starts
readi ng. He enjoys the
first parts, when he gets
to Wat Wul d Thomas Do?,
hi s nobod changes. He
reaches for the phone.)

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Bernice, please get ne Mss Potter...Mss Potter, could you pl ease
have Frank and Erin come into ny office. Thank you.

(ERI'N and FRANK wal k into
the office.)

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Thank you for stopping by...So you two are the duo behind the
school newspaper?

ERI N
Yes M ster Longerflumm but there are nore students who contribute
to the paper than just Frank and nyself.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
That m ght be, but you two are the ones who have the final say in
what goes into the latest edition or not, correct?

FRANK
Well, Erin has the final say as the Editor in Chief.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Editor in Chief?

ERI' N
(Smling.)
Just being the Editor wasn't good enough for ne.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Ah, | see...You nust be wondering why | called you two here?

FRANK
Yeah.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
| wanted to talk to you about this first edition of the paper.
must say that the quality of the paper is exceptional. | cannot
remenber the last tinme | saw a high school newspaper with a design
and flow as professional as this.
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ERI N
But . ..

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Yes, there is a but...l have two issues with the paper. The first
is the title of it. What kind of nane is The Tuba Tattler?

ERI N
That's been the nanme of the paper since the school was started
twenty-six years ago. The students got to pick the nanme and The
Tuba Tattler was the one they chose.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
That may be, but | still think the nanme should be changed. It's
just not a proper nanme for a publication froma school nanmed after
John Phillip Sousa.

FRANK
W will take that under consi derati on.

(ERI'N shoots FRANK a death
glare. M STER LONGERFLUW
notices the | ook.)

M STER LONGERFLUVM
As much as | would like to see the nane of the paper changed, ny
greater concern lies with this advice colum, Wat Wuld Thonmas
Do?

ERI N
What concerns do you have with it?

M STER LONGERFLUWM
To be absolutely honest, | feel it is totally inappropriate for a
hi gh school paper. Let's |look at one of the letters in here.
One of your readers wote in asking if it is bad to sluff off on*

their homework this year. |1'mnot sure if | believe your answer*
that they should always do their homework, when it is sprinkled
with different ways to procrastinate. Is it good to tell a student

to go for a wal k, exercise, run through a sprinkler, or take a
trip dowmn a Slip-and-Slide to get themin the frame of mnd for
homewor k?

ERI N
Many studi es have shown that physical activities can help to wake
a person up and stinulate their brain.

M STER LONGERFLUW
VWll I'"mnot buying it. Wiat's next? Telling kids to take a nap
in class?

FRANK
M ster Longerflumm | want you to know, we didn't intend for the
letters or their answers to underm ne the school.

( MORE)
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FRANK ( CONT' D)
We woul d never tell a student to sleep in a class, no matter how
boring the lecture is.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
So you think this school is boring?

FRANK
Sir, no Sir, | do not. *

M STER LONGERFLUWM
(Standing up from his desk.)
Well, as nmuch as | do not |ike the colum, |I'm going to hope you
both will take this discussion to heart and act accordingly. |
don't want to be stifling the creativity that is so apparent in
each of your young mnds...Unless | have to.

ERI N
Yeah, sure..

FRANK
(Tal ki ng over ERIN.)
Yes, we definitely will keep this conversation in mnd as we
prepare the next edition of The Tattler.

M STER LONGERFLUMM
Good.

(M STER LONGERFLUW | eads
the students to the door

to his office. As they
step out into the commobns
area, LEWS | eads ROGER
into the room ROGER wears
a dress.)

ROGER
Lews, are you sure this is where Stacie is? | really don't want
to have to wear this for long. | knowif any of the guys see ne
like this, football practice is gonna be H E doubl e, doubl e hockty
sticks.

LEW S
You're such a worrier. OF course this is the way to where Stacie
is.

ROGER

Wait a mnute, you told ne she was in the Comons Area.
LEW S

Did1I?
ROGER

Yes.
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LEW S
| thought | said she was beyond the Commons Area? OCh well, nust
have been a slip of the tongue.

(M STER LONGERFLUMM sees
ROGER in the dress.)

M STER LONGERFLUW
VWhat in the nanme of Alfalfa are you wearing?

ROGER
Ch, hello Mster Longerflumm Umm this? 1It's nothing, just a
nice little sumrer dress | nade over vacation.

M STER LONGERFLUW
(Standing with a | ook of
total shock.)
You. .. uh...what...oh ny.
(M STER LONGERFLUMWM finally
just stands there with his
nmout h open.)

LEW S
Did you just hear the bell Roger, we should be getting to class.

ROGER
Yes, we shoul d.

(The boys start to wal k
away as M STER LONGERFLUW
turns and wal ks back into
his office in a state of
di sbelief.)

M STER LONGERFLUWM
(Shaki ng his head and turning
to the audience.)
VWhat in the world did | get nyself into by accepting this job?

My life was so nuch easier as a drill sergeant in the Marines.
ROGER
(Placing his hand on Lewis's
shoul der.)

Lew s did you think about going out for Cross Country this year?

LEW S
Um no | didn't Roger. Wy do you ask?

ROGER
Because you are about to get a |lot of practice.

(LEWS realizes the danger
he is in and takes off
runni ng, ROGER i s hot on
his heels.)
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(MARVI N and DARRYL enter
fromthe opposite side.)

MARVI N
Do you think we should have warned t hem about that new coat of

wax in the hallway?

DARRYL
Nah, we should only do that after warning them about the detour
t hrough the weight roomfull of football players.

(The Janitors wal k of f stage.)



ACT |1
SCENE 3
(FRANK, ERIN, and M SS POITER

all wal k on stage and over
to the Wrk Room)

M SS POTTER
So what exactly happened?
ERI' N
The new Principal basically told us the paper is crap
FRANK
He didn't say that. He |iked the |ook of the paper.
ERI' N
Yeah, but he never once praised the witing. |f soneone only

enj oys the | ooks of a publication and not the articles, then
resi ding under their bed nust be a | arge stack of...

M SS POTTER
Hey now, let's not go there. That is the last image I want in ny
m nd right now.

FRANK
Too late, it's already there.
M SS POTTER
Fortunately, no. Unfortunately, I'mstill reliving last night's

horrible blind date. Needless to say, that man is not nanme change
wort hy, damit.

ERI' N

| see things are going good for you too.
M SS POTTER

Maybe. .. Okay, tinme to focus. Wiat did he specifically say?
FRANK

He doesn't |i ke What Whuld Thomas Do. | gather he feels it is

subversi ve and could underm ne his control of the school.

ERI' N
Now | 'mregretting giving you that word a day cal endar for
Chri st mas.

M SS POTTER
Frank, \Wat Wuld Thonas Do is your baby. What do you want to
do? Do you want to scale it back, quit it, or keep going as
nor mal ?

ERI' N
Renmenber about Freedom of Speech and Journalistic Integrity.
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FRANK
(Thinking for a beat or
two.)
| guess for now, business as usual. Let's see what happens.
ERI' N
(Beam ng.)

Ah, good choice there. Let's get to work on the next edition of*
The Tattler.

FRANK
Ckay, sure. On, hey | need to go and grab sonething frommny | ocker
first.

ERI N
Ckay, see you in a few m nutes.

(FRANK wal ks out of the
Wrk Roominto the Comrons
Area as M STER LONGERFLUWM
enters al so.)



ACT |1
SCENE 4

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Franklin, could | have a nonent to speak with you?

FRANK
Uh, sure, M ster Longerflunm

M STER LONGERFLUW

You know, I'mnot really that good in groups. | have always found
that | | ead the best when I can work one-on-one.

FRANK
Ckay, Sir.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Wat chi ng you today, Franklin, | could see that you are not the
firebrand that your friend is.

FRANK
Well, | do tend to think things through before | act.

M STER LONGERFLUW

That's great. See that thinking things through is a sign of your
intelligence and just how brilliant your mnd is. Thinking |ike
that will get you very far in the world. Diving head first |ike
Erin does wll only hold you back, and I can tell you want to go
forward, right?

(M STER LONGERFLUWMM wi nks

obvi ously once.)

FRANK
Yes, | nean, right, Sir.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Good, good. Now Franklin, | want to appeal to that brilliant
m nd of yours. It knows what | know. It believes in that old
cliché that the pen is mghtier than the sword. |In the eyes and*
m nds of your readers, you hold a very mghty pen. | hope you

respect that mght and use it only for good. Do you understand
what |' m sayi ng?

(M STER LONGERFLUWM wi nks

obvi ously once again.)

FRANK
Uh, yes, | think | do.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Good, now I know what you are doing. You are going to continue
with that colum. | know, | know, it's part of being a teenager.
| just hope you realize you can use sonething |like that for good
and not for bad. You don't |ike bad, do you?
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FRANK
Um no, no, | don't.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Good, then I know you wll use those colum inches of the paper
for good only, right?
(M STER LONGERFLUWM wi nks
obviously tw ce.)

FRANK
Yes, | wll, Sir. |Is there sonmething wong with your eye M ster
Longer f | um?

M STER LONGERFLUWM
No, no there isn't.

FRANK
Are you sure? They have drugs for restless eye now, even though
the side effects aren't all that good.

M STER LONGERFLUMM
VWhat are the side effects?

FRANK
Well if | remenber right: itching and burning of the eye, sinus
i nfections, nose bl eeds, upset stomach, and severe anal |eakage.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Severe anal | eakage?

FRANK
Oh, that's a polite way of saying you will have the runs worse *
than a new born calf with scours.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Tal k about a pleasing nental inmage...Fortunately, nothing is w onhg

with my eye...l should I et you get back to class. [|'m counting
on you Franklin. | hope you renenber that.

FRANK
um | will.

(FRANK turns back to the
Wor k Room and wal ks slowy.)



ACT |11
SCENE 1

(STACIE sits on a bench in
t he Commons Area. LEWS
wal ks in and goes directly
to the bench.)

LEW S
There you are.
STACI E
Um |'ve been here for a while.
LEW S
Real ly, good I'll renmenber that the next time |I'm/l ooking for
you. .. You know, we need to talk.
STACI E
About what ?
LEW S
Roger .
STACI E
What about hi n?
LEW S
| don't know if you have noticed, but he's been down |ately.
STACI E
Real ly? Wy is he down?
LEW S
Well, Roger is one of those people who thrives on conpetition.
He needs a chall enge and soneone to push him He requires a goaf
and a reward for that goal. He thirsts for... *
STACI E
| get the point. Roger needs to conpete agai nst ne again.
LEW S
Yes he does.
STACI E

| would |ove to, but | keep winning. You know, this is starting
to get boring. Not to nmention, school has ne really busy with
all this homework and activities.

LEW S
| understand. | know your tinme is limted and valuable. | can
al so see why you shy away from conpeti ng agai nst Roger if it isn't
a chal | enge.
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STACI E
Good, then |l eave ne alone so | can finish this three page Al gebra
probl em

LEW S
Stacie, | have sonething to tell you
(Looki ng around nervously.)
Sonething, | really shouldn't tell you, but | nust.
STACI E
(Suspi ci ous.)
And just what is that.
LEW S
A secret that could shake this world to its very core.
STACI E
Oh real ly?
LEW S

Yes. A secret Man has kept since the days when he abandoned the
hunter gatherer |ifestyle, becane civilized and settled down in
cities.

STACI E
(I'n a nocking tone.)
Just what is this shocking secret?

LEW S
That femal es are the superior sex.
STACI E
What ?!
LEW S
Yes, | know. | was just as shocked as you when | found out.

Pl ease understand, we hold this secret very dear to our hearts.
For if the females were to learn of it, well we would be dooned.

STACI E
Then why are you telling me this?

LEW S
Because, from seeing you perform | realize that us nmen cannot
live in a dreamworld anynore. You, ny friend, are the prototype
of the woman that will bring an end to the gl obal mal e hegenony.

STACI E
| don't know what that |ast word neant, in fact | think you are
feeding ne one large, stinking line of bull.

LEW S
No bull. This is the God's Honest truth. Just think about how
athletic Roger is.
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STACI E
Yeah.

LEW S
And t hi nk about how you keep kicking his butt like it was a tin
can in a wnd storm

STACI E
True, he mght win once in a while, but | usually cone out ahead.

LEW S
Now, you can stop conpeting against our friend, but in doing so,
a chance to change the world slips through your fingers.

STACI E
How so0?

LEW S
You m ght not realize it, but the Freshman girls all look up to
you. They see you as a strong and confi dent woman who can handl e
anyone...Yes, | said wonan. By show ng your superiority with

t hese conpetitions, you have el evated yourself froma young girl
to a woman. Do you want to wal k away from your responsibilities
and let those Freshnen girls fall prey to the old thinking and be
hel d under the thunb of the Senior guys?

STACI E
VWl l, no.

LEW S
See, that is why you need to conpete with Roger. For the
advancenent of your sex.

STACI E
kay, okay, okay, 1'll doit. 1'Il go back to conpeting with
Roger. Happy now?
LEW S
(Huggi ng STACI E hard.)
Yes, yes, | am | gotta go find Roger now.

(LEW S bounds away. STACIE
turns to the audience.)

STACI E
Boy if | had |et himspeak any nore, | was going to need ny hip
waders.

(MARVI N and DARRYL stop
LEW S before he | eaves the
st age.)

DARRYL
Hey Lew s.
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LEW S
Yes Gentl enen?

MARVI N
So, are we back on?

LEW S
Yes, we are.

DARRYL
VWhat's the action?

LEW S
Don't know yet, but when | hear back, I'll let you know.

MARVI N

Good. We'll be waiting.
(LEW S wal ks of f stage.)

DARRYL
How do you know he's not going to stiff us?

MARVI N
Because if he does, no one will be around to save himfrom a posse
of Freshnen out to give himan Atomc Swirly.

DARRYL
Ni ce plan there buddy.

MARVI N
| know, | know.

(The Janitors exit the stage.)



ACT |11
SCENE 2

(HALLEY, BOBBI, and TARA
walk in fromthe right and
go to the Commons Area.
They each pick up a new
copy of The Tattler off of

t he bench.)
HALLEY
| wonder what's in the new paper.
BOBBI
Who knows. | just hope there's sonme good news with the | unch
cal endar...Onh no!
TARA
What ?
BOBBI
Hot dogs tw ce next week! \What's this world com ng too?
HALLEY
Only the finest collection of aninmal byproducts.
TARA
Let's hope there is sonething better in What Wuld Thomas Do?
HALLEY
Ch yes, | love that. Wat's the latest letter?
BOBBI
Dear Thomas,...There is a cute guy in ny third hour science class.

Fortunately he sits in front of me or else | mght get called out
for not paying attention to the teacher. He has these adorable
freckles on the back of his neck that | just get lost in...The
problemis, | want himto ask nme out, but |I don't even know if he
knows | exist...So, what would Thomas do to get the | ove of your
life to notice you?...Sincerely,...Freckles Lover in Science { ass.

TARA
Awwy, how cute, soneone has a puppy |love crush with a cl assnate.

HALLEY
| know, this so sounds like it could be a great novie, or even a

pl ay.

BOBBI
Just |i ke The Not ebook.

(The girls all swoon.)



I'11-2-25

HALLEY
Ch ny, you are so right. Please let's stop tal king about that
book, 1'm gonna start crying again.

TARA
Me too.

BOBBI

(Hol di ng back tears.)

Too late, |I'malready crying.

HALLEY

Damm you Bobbi, you got ne tearing up

(TARA grabs the copy of the
paper.)

TARA
| better start reading before you two flood the hall way...Dear
Freckles...Ah, nothing like the joys of young love. Filled with
crushes, friends asking friends, and notes sent via the Under
Desk Railroad...Wat would | do?...Quite sinply, | would ask that

person out...Period...Your's,...Thonas.
(The girls all ook at each
ot her.)
BOBBI
Is it nme, or does it seemlike Thomas really isn't trying anynore?
TARA
Yeah. It's like his heart is gone from hel ping peopl e.
HALLEY

Maybe he is going through a rough patch?

(TARA and BOBBI both nod in
agreenent. All three exit

to the left. MARVIN and
DARRYL enter fromthe right.)

DARRYL

Hey Marvin, have you heard about that new teacher?
MARVI N

Whi ch new teacher?
DARRYL

Mss Harriet Potter. Don't you just |ove that nane?

MARVI N
Sounds |ike sone cheap attenpt at cashing in on a series of books.



I'11-2-26

DARRYL
Nah, it's a great name. Though | do have to say she is |ike that
boy wi zard in one respect.

MARVI N
What' s that?
DARRYL
She's casting a spell on ne.
MARVI N
Vell then you better step up | overboy, here she cones.
DARRYL
Not now, |'m not wearing nmy good uniform

(The Janitors scurry of the
st age.)



ACT 111
SCENE 3

(M SS POITER enters from
the right. She wal ks
directly to M STER
LONGERFLUW s of fice and
goes inside.)

M SS POTTER
M ster Longerflumm | was hoping I could have a nonent of your
tinme.

M STER LONGERFLUW
Wiy certainly. |I'malways glad to talk to one of ny teachers...How
are you liking it at John Phillip Sousa H gh School ?

M SS POTTER
Oh, I'mliking it alot. It is a great place for a teacher to
start our her career.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Yes it is. That is why | feel such a strong bond with you.

(M SS POITER | ooks confused.)

M STER LONGERFLUVM
We both have chosen JPSHS as the place to start new careers. You
as a teacher, ne as an admnistrator. Don't you feel that bond?

M SS POTTER
Umm | guess so.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Good, good. Anyway, what can | help you with?

M SS POTTER
Vell...l wanted to talk to you about the newspaper.

M STER LONGERFLUMM
VWhat about it?

M SS POTTER
| think you are being too hard on the students who wite it.

M STER LONGERFLUW
You think that? And, just why do you think that.

M SS POTTER
Umm because, uh, they are doing all they can to make it the best
possi bl e, but you still do not show your appreciation.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
That's because they are not doing their best yet.
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M SS POTTER
M ster Longerflumm in all do respect, they are.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Ah, Mss Potter, you have nuch to | earn about students. Those
students are sandbaggi ng you.

M SS POTTER
|"msorry Sir, but | have spent far nore time with themthen you
have and | know they are giving it their all.

M STER LONGERFLUW
They are not.

M SS POTTER
Ckay. If you are so certain, then what do they need to do to
wor k har der ?

M STER LONGERFLUW
They need to listen to their el ders.

M SS POITER
What ?

M STER LONGERFLUVM
| have spoken to them about how nmuch I do not |ike that stupid

VWhat Would colum. It has absolutely no place in a high school
newspaper .

M SS POTTER
But. ..

M STER LONGERFLUW
Not hi ng, and | nean nothing, can sway ne Mss Potter. Until that
wr et ched piece of witing is gone, | wll despise the paper.

M SS POTTER
|"msorry to hear that. Especially since What Wul d Thomas Do
has i ncreased the readership of the paper many tines over. Even
nmore inportantly, it gives the students a place to ask the
questions they mght not feel confortable asking...This so called
wr et ched piece of witing is doing good. Because of that, | wll
fight to keep it in the paper.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
| adm re your passion and dedication to the students, Mss Potter.
But, if you pursue this course, | wll be forced to take an extrene
neasur e.

M SS POITER
VWhat woul d t hat be?

M STER LONGERFLUVM
As Principal of John Phillip Sousa Hi gh School, | have the power
to shut down the paper.
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M SS POITER
You woul d not dare. *

M STER LONGERFLUVM
| absolutely would. As it stands right now, they are but a
whi sker's hair away fromnme com ng down on themas hard as | can.
Renmenber, the U. S. Suprene Court has given school adm nistrators
full power over what is printed in a school newspaper.

M SS POTTER
|f you did this, what would it teach the students?

M STER LONGERFLUVM
bedi ence, M ss Potter, obedience to those in power.

M SS POTTER
Even if that power is abusive?

M STER LONGERFLUW
(Chuckling.)
Mss Potter | know you don't nean that, right?

M SS POTTER
Maybe | do.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
| know you are young and you still can synpathize with the
students, but there will be a day when the realization wll cone
to you that | amright.

M SS POTTER
G ven the way you are acting, | hope that day never cones.
(M SS POITER stands up and
wal ks right out of the
of fice. She wal ks strai ght
to the Workroom ERIN s
sitting at one of the
conmputers.)



ACT 111
SCENE 4

(ERI'N | ooks startled as
M SS POTTER storns into
the room)

ERI N
| s there sonething wong?

M SS POTTER
(Visibly angry.)
Yes, yes there is.

(FRANK wal ks in.)

M SS POTTER
Your Principal does not think you guys are doing a good job with
t he paper.

ERI' N
He what! | always knew | had a reason to hate him

FRANK
Now, now Erin, count to ten. Renenber, hate is not a good envotion
to have.

ERI N
Shut up Frank. Hate is a perfectly fine enotion to have right
now, or did you not realize that he slamed you too0?

FRANK
No, wait...He did.
ERI' N
See, what do you think about that?
FRANK
One, two, three...
M SS POTTER

You want to know why he thinks this? |It's because of \What Wuld
Thomas Do.

FRANK
VWhat ?
ERI N
How coul d that be?
M SS POITER

He feels that the content of the columm is beneath a high school
newspaper .
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ERI N
Oh, and it is perfectly fine for newspapers that you pay for?
Li ke the New York Times will stop running advice col ums just
because they win a few Pulitizers.

M SS POTTER
| agree totally wwth you Erin, but you are using |logic. Sonething
that seens to be escaping him | still can't believe he threatened
to shut down the paper.
FRANK
He did what?
ERI N
One, two, three, four...
FRANK
Wiy woul d he shut down The Tattler?
M SS POTTER
Because he can. He has the power to and is not afraid to use it.
ERI N
What would be the trigger for himto shut down the paper?
M SS POTTER
| f you keep runni ng What Wul d Thomas Do.
ERI N
That's all?
FRANK

Now t hat you nention it, he did talk to ne about the colum. |
guess he was trying to influence what | wote.

ERI N
s that why you started to go soft in the replies?
FRANK
A gentleman never wites and tells.
ERI N
You better be glad | |ike you, otherw se you would be flying
towards the noon right now.
M SS POTTER
Now you both know the situation. I'mleaving it up to you on

what to do. This is nore your paper than mne...Just renenber to
do what you think is right, okay?

(M SS POITER starts to wal k

out of the Workroom)

FRANK
What should we do?



I'11-4-32

ERI N
| have a few ideas for sone letters for Thomas to answer. Do you
think he is up to it?

FRANK
Yes, why yes he is.

END OF ACT I11




ACT IV
SCENE 1

(FRANK and ERIN exit the
stage as ROGER and STACI E
enter from opposite ends.
They neet up in the mddle
and begin to circle each

ot her.)

ROGER
So it's you.

STACI E
So, it's you too.

ROGER
So, it's you.

STACI E
No, it's you.

ROGER
Umm vyes, it's ne?

STACI E

(Shaki ng her head.)
That sure didn't take long. Too bad | didn't have sonething riding
on it.

ROGER
Yeah, why didn't we?

STACI E
| don't know. Lewis is usually the one who takes care of that.

ROGER
Speaking of him where is he? He always seens to be around us.

STACI E
Yeah. .. Think about it for a nonent. Don't we usually do these
t hi ngs when he is around?

ROGER
Huh?
STACI E
Who got us to run down the sidewal k when we were four?
ROGER
Lew s.
STACI E

Who got us to clinb the nonkey bars in Kindergarten?
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ROGER
Lew s.

STACI E
Who got us to see which one could drink the nost chocolate mlk
in Third G ade?

ROGER

Lew s.
STACI E

Who got us for doing fifty-five in athirty?
ROGER

Lew s.
STACI E

No, that was O ficer Darby. *
ROGER

Ch, yeah right. Sorry, | was on roll there.
STACI E

The one constant throughout nost of our conpetitions was Lew s.
He was always there to egg us on. Alnost |ike he was enjoying
it.

ROCGER
Yeah a |ittle too nuch.
STACI E
It's not ny fault you can't handl e your worns.
ROCGER
| know. He told ne it would be just |like eating spaghetti. The

only difference is spaghetti doesn't keep squirmng in your nouth
and down your gullet.

STACI E
See that is exactly the reason why we need to stop this. If we
are but the pawns of his sick mnd, then we need to rise up agai nst
his proletariat dictatorship and gain our freedom

ROCGER
Say what ?

STACI E
We gotta put a stop to this.

ROCGER

Oh, sure...Wiy didn't you say that in the first place?

(STACI E shakes her head as
she | eads ROGER of f stage.)
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(MARVI N and DARRYL wal k on
fromthe opposite side.)

DARRYL
Do you think we should warn Lew s?

MARVI N
Nah, the fireworks of this will be too good to pass up. Make
sure we pop sone popcorn fromthe concession stand beforehand.

DARRYL
Good i dea.

(DARRYL reaches for his
wal ki e-tal kie.)

DARRYL
Uh oh buddy. Looks |ike we got a clean up in the Sophonore
hal | way. Sonmeone forgot to tell us it was Tuba Surprise day in
the cafeteria.

MARVI N
Tuba Surprise, nore |ike the sausage of death. |1'll get the bucket
of sawdust, you get the nop.

(The Janitors hurry off
st age.)



ACT IV
SCENE 2

Al'l of the students are
mlling about in the Commons
Area as FRANK and ERIN

wal k in carrying papers.)

(

FRANK
Special edition. Everyone get your special edition of The
Tattl er.

ERI' N
Extra, extra. Hot off the presses. Get your Tattler's before
t hey get col d.

(The students wal k up and

get copies of the paper

from FRANK and ERIN. M STER
LONGERFLUW wal ks into his
of fice and picks up a paper
fromthe top of his desk
BOBBI, HALLEY, and TARA

step forward.)

BOBBI

Look at this. The paper is just What Wuld Thomas Do?
TARA

Really? Geat, | love this colum.
HALLEY

| hope they answered ny letter.

(BOBBI and TARA | ook at

Hal | ey.)
HALLEY
| nmean, | hope they answer the letter a friend of mne sent in.
BCOBBI
Ch yeah, | hope your friend' s letter is answered.
HALLEY
Look at this. Dear Thomas,...| just started a new job at a place

| enjoy being at. The people | work with are great. Wl I that
is except for ny boss. He is new at the job too, but he seens to
t hi nk he knows everything. He won't listen to anything | say.
He still thinks he is in the mlitary and can run the job like
it's a boot canp or sonething. Wat Wuld Thonas Do if you were
in ny place?...Sincerely,...Crying in the Fry Vat...Dear
Crying,...M answer to you is quite sinple, stick to your
guns...This co-worker needs to know he won't bully you around.

( MORE)
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HALLEY ( CONT' D)
Unl ess the business is running far better than it was before he
started, over tinme, the owner's will want to know why it's not
doing so good. They wll see it is your co-worker that is the
reason, not the workers. Which I'msure he is blamng...Keep
hanging in there,...Thonas.

(M STER LONGERFLUMM r eads
along with the girls. As
t hi ngs go on, his nood
sours.)

TARA
Ww, that's sone deep advice there.

(BOBBI and HALLEY | ook at

TARA.)

TARA
What ?

BOBBI
This one | ooks interesting...Dear Thomas,...| was wanting your
advice on a matter of a horticultural nature. There is a nessage
| want to send soneone special. The thing is | want to send it
inawy that will last for a while and can be seen by nany as
they cruise by on the street...Wat Wuld Thomas Do to send such
a nmessage?...Horticulturally Yours,...Thunbs of G een.

TARA
VWhat does Horticul tural nean?

HALLEY
It deals with plants.

TARA
Ah.

HALLEY
Dear Thunmbs of Geen,...| see you have a lofty goal in mnd for

this nessage. Now you could go out and plant several flowers,

i ke daisies, marigolds, or tulips. The problemwth themis

that they take tine to appear and may require watering. | doubt
you will be allowed to do all the work needed for planting flowers.
You coul d spread out grass seed in the pattern you want, but nowers
will definitely get in the way as it tries to grow. No, you need
sonmet hing that works fast and lasts for a long tinme. The best
thing for this is, Roundup. Yes, it is not cheap, but such
nmessages shoul d not be done cheaply. So go out and nake your

mark on this world Thunbs of Geen...Sincerely, Thonas.

(M STER LONGERFLUW bol ts
out of his chair.)
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M STER LONGERFLUWM
That does it!
(He wal ks out into the

Commons Area with the

bul | horn.)
Everyone, fromthis point on The Tuba Tattler is no nore. | am
shutting down the paper imediately. Anyone caught with a paper
w Il get four days of in school suspension followed by five days
of out of school suspension. So drop those papers now

(M STER LONGERFLUW | ooks
ri ght over at FRANK and
Erin.)

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Let's see who has the | ast say now.

MARVI N

Did the Principal just tell the students to litter?
DARRYL

Yep.
MARVI N

Let's go see how nmuch Roundup we have in the shed.

DARRYL
Ri ght behi nd you buddy.

END OF ACT IV




ACT V
SCENE 1

(ERIN, FRANK, and M SS POTTER
sit dejected in the

Wor kr oom )
FRANK
| guess we played with the fire and got burned.
ERI' N
No, worse, we got Longerflummed, big tine.
FRANK
That we did.
M SS POTTER

| really hope this doesn't cause you guys any problens in
gr aduat i ng.

ERI N
It shouldn't, | hope.

FRANK
Me t oo.

ERI N

| just wish he wouldn't have been so pig headed. Wat really was
that wong with the col um?

M SS POTTER
Excluding the letter about using Roundup to wite sonmething in a
| awn?

ERI N
Ckay, that m ght have just barely crossed a |line.
FRANK
Ch yeah, just barely.
ERI N
Real | y, we gave our peers a place to get the advice they woul dn't
have ot herwi se asked for. | had several students conmng up to ne
t hanki ng nme for the col um.
FRANK
Me too. Me too.
ERI N
| know we hel ped people. | know we did.
M SS POTTER

Well, 1I'mproud of you two.
( MORE)
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M SS POTTER ( CONT' D)
You stood up for your values and freedons. | know that M ster
Longerflummis very nmuch a by the book person. Plus, education
today is so rigid with No Child Left Behind tests and neeting
performance goals. W teachers can't seemto renenber how
inportant the Cass of Life is...Both of you walked in to John
Phillip Sousa H gh School as w de-eyed Freshnmen not know ng where
to goin here let alone life. Despite all the work thrown at
you, you both took the chance to find your passions and have stuck
to them \Wile you nust |earn about math, writing, reading, and
science, Frank and Erin, you took tine to |l earn how to handl e
life. I'mproud of you for that...But, now you nmust realize that
today you fought all you coul d.

FRANK
No we didn't.
ERI N
Uh, Frank we did.
FRANK
No, we didn't.
M SS POTTER
|"msorry Frank, Erin is right. You did all you coul d.
FRANK
No, we still have nore ways to fight. That is unless you want to
gi ve up right now?
ERI N
| don't want to give up. | never back down froma fight.
M SS POTTER
Vell I'"'mlimted in what | can do, but whatever you have in m nd,
| won't let it spill out.
FRANK

Good. Erin, conme with ne. | have a plan.



ACT V
SCENE 2

(LEW S stands in the Commons
Area as ROGER and STACI E
enter from separate sides.
LEWS | ooks |ike a cat who
just swallowed a bird.)

LEW S
(To the audience.)
Ch goody goody, this should be fun.

(To ROGER and STACIE.)

LEW S
Funny how you two just seemto neet up at the sane pl ace.
STACI E
Yeah, funny isn't it.
ROGER
Just hilarious.
LEW S

For sonething being so funny, you two sure don't have a smle on
your faces.

STACI E
Why, shoul d we?
ROGER
Yeah, should we?
LEW S
O course, you two conpeting is always fun
STACI E
Who said anyt hi ng about conpeting?
ROGER
Yeah, who said anythi ng about that?
LEW S
s he just going to mmc you?
STACI E
| don't know, are you?
ROGER
| don't know, amI|? | mean really, am| going to keep m m cking

you?
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STACI E
Ugh, just stick to the script, ok?
ROGER
Yes, yes.
STACI E
You know what Lewi s, the gane is up.
ROGER
Yeah, it's up.
LEW S
What do you nean?
STACI E
We've figured it out.
LEW S
VWhat in the sweet wide, wide world of sports are you tal king about?
ROGER
The conpetitions.
STACI E
Yes, the conpetitions. It seens that whenever there is a

conpetition between Roger and nyself, you are involved. Either *
you spur us on or you just set the whole thing up. And you know
what? We're getting a little tired of it.

ROGER
Yes we are. Well, ne especially.
LEW S
Hey, | can't help the fact that she keeps beating you.
ROGER
True, but you could lay off the whole | adies dresses thing. 1've
worn nore dresses than nmy nother has in the last six years. |'m

al nost certain | can wal k better in heels than ny sister.

LEW S
|'ve seen your sister in heels, and you are right, you do a better
job in them Plus you just have the right build for wearing an
of f the shoul der baby doll| dress.

STACI E
Despite the i mense pleasure | get from seeing Roger |ose, I would
like to be able to enjoy the friendship | used to have with ny
next door neighbor. | don't want to see himand wonder what are
we going to try and do now.

ROGER

And | would |ike see Stacie and not have to worry about how she
is going to enbarrass ne this tine.
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LEW S
What ? You want to stop this? Cone on you two, don't you see
just how much fun this is.

ROGER
This is far from fun

LEW S
Ckay, maybe for you it isn't, but for ne it is. Especially when
| collect.

STACI E
You col | ect what?

LEW S
Oh, umm nothing. | nean | collect by seeing how Roger is
hum |i at ed.

ROGER

Now | m ght be a dense idiot, but I know sonmething nore is going
on.

STACI E
Yeah, out with it.

LEW S
Alright, alright. 1 have been running sone bets on the side over
your conpetitions.

STACI E
Wi t, people have been wagering on us?

LEW S
Yes, fellow students, a few staff nenbers, and the Sports Book at
Uncle Vito's Poker Room and Shrinp Enporiumin Henderson, Nevada.
| get the nost action fromthe Nevada boys.

ROGER
What exactly have they been betting on.

LEW S
Mai nly on how bad you will be humliated. Every now and then
soneone wi ||l nake the sucker bet for you to win, and when you do,
they win big.

STACI E
What's Roger's odds on w nni ng?

LEW S
The standard is 30 to 1.

ROGER

Damm, | wish | knew about it. | could really have cl eaned up
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LEW S
Not really, you couldn't wager any noney on yourself. But, Uncle
Vito says that if you ever stop by there, you can have as much
junbo shrinp as you want.

ROGER
What about cocktail sauce?
LEW S
Gal | ons upon gall ons of cocktail sauce awaits.
ROGER
Sweet. Did you hear how nuch shrinp I'mgoing to get Stacie.
STACI E
Yeah, | did, and it nmakes nme sick...Lewis how can you live with

yourself. You took two friends and pitted them agai nst each ot her.
For all you know, you could have ruined a great friendship al

for your own personal pleasure and gain. | hope you realize just
how evil you are. Don't you agree Roger

ROGER
(Still giddy.)
Junbo shrinp and gallons and gallons of cocktail sauce, |I'mthe
| ucki est boy that ever Ilived.

(STACIE slugs ROGER in the
shoul der.)

ROGER
Ch, | nean, you nasty, bad, naughty boy.

STACI E
| would add nore, but right now |I'mseething with so nuch rage,
that I, that 1...

(STACIE slaps LEWS hard
across the cheek.)

LEW S
Damm, | wasn't expecting that.

(STACI E | ooks over at ROGER
and nods with her head

t owar ds LEW S. ROGER t akes
a monent and then nout hs

an "oh". ROCGER then sl aps
LEWS, but not as hard as
STACI E did.)

LEW S
| shoul d have seen that one com ng.

STACI E
Maybe now you will think tw ce about your actions, Lew s!
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LEW S
Oh, | definitely will...Not to seemcritical here, but you know
what Roger? You have quite the girlish slap there.

ROGER
Real ly? Oh, great, that's all | needed to hear.

STACI E

| told you that your slap was girlish. You' re gonna have to pay
up sucker.

LEW S
Wait a mnute, you just spent all this time chastising ne about
maki ng you two conpete and here you two had your own conpetition?
Boy ny Dad was right about wonen havi ng doubl e st andards.

(MARVI N and DARRYL cone out
from hiding.)

DARRYL
So was the resolution as good as you thought it would be?
MARVI N
Yeah, it was. |'mglad we popped the popcorn. This took | onger
than | thought it woul d.
DARRYL
(Listening to his wal ki e-

tal kie.)
Ch hey buddy, the Co-op is here with your truckload of Roundup.

MARVI N
Excel | ent .
(The Janitors exit the stage.)



ACT V
SCENE 3

(Al'l the students stream
into the Commons Ar ea.

The students are mlling
about when they start to
hear soneone shouting off-
st age.)

ERI N
The runors were not true.

FRANK
Yes, Ladies and Gentl enen, The Tuba Tattler I|ives.

(FRANK and ERI N wal k onto
t he stage carrying pink
copies of the paper in
their hands. They begin
to distribute the papers
to the students.)

BOBBI
Geat, | was really starting to m ss the paper
TARA
Um Frank, why is the paper pink?
FRANK
Well one, | wanted to nmake the paper really stand out...
HALLEY
That it does.
FRANK
And, two, | got a really good deal on the printing of it fromthe

| ocal office supply store's print shop

BOBBI
Because you had it printed on pink 11x17 paper?

FRANK
Yeah.

(M STER LONGERFLUWM wal ks
into the Comons Area.)

M STER LONGERFLUW
VWhat in the nane of what is right wwth all that is left in Amrerica
is going on here? Are those newspapers | see?

LEW S
Uh, yes Sir, they are.
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M STER LONGERFLUWM
Are they old newspapers?

TARA
Uh, no Sir, they are not.

M STER LONGERFLUW
How can this be? | thought | banned the paper. Erin, Frank, did
| not tell you the paper was shut down?

BOTH FRANK AND ERI N
Yes you did Sir.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Then explain to me why | see new newspapers in ny hallways?

FRANK
We, Erin and I, decided to take a stand for our freedons and for
our readers. W went to her house and wote up the paper and
paid to have it printed ourselves.

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Vll that was nice of you, but you di sobeyed ne, both of you.
don't care where you did it, you still went against ny orders.

ERI N
And just what are you going to do about it?

M STER LONGERFLUVM
As of right now you both are suspended, indefinitely!

ERI N
VWhat ?! You can't do that.

M STER LONGERFLUW
Yes | can. |I'mthe Principal.

(M SS POITER wal ks into the
commons area.)

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Ah, Mss Potter, you are just in tine. | see your students have
taken matters into their own hands. Silly ne, you probably know
about this, you even gave themthe idea for this.

M SS POTTER
| have not the slightest clue what you are tal king about.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Ch sure you do.

M SS POTTER
Frank, Erin, what's going on here.
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ERI' N
M ster Longerflumm just suspended us because Frank and I went and
wote and printed The Tattler off canpus.

M SS POTTER
So that was your plan there Frank? | should have known when you
popped up like that this is what you had in m nd.

FRANK
Yeah, well except for the whole suspension bit.

M SS POTTER
You all know this is so unfortunate. All of this wasted hot air
over an advice col um.

STACI E
VWhat M ss Potter?

M SS POTTER
M ster Longerfl umm cancel ed the paper because he did not |ike
What Woul d Thomas Do.

LEW S
That' s st upi d.
TARA
Yeah, Thomas hel ped us out. Though I'"'mstill waiting for the

answer to the question in ny Al gebra homework fromthree weeks
ago. Cone on Thomas, what would you do when x=32 and | have to
solve for vy.

ROGER
"' m gonna be swming in shrinp and cocktail sauce.

(STACI E smacks ROGER across
the back of his head.)

HALLEY
VWhat if they were to stop the colum?

(Al'l of the students shoot
HALLEY a dirty | ook.)

HALLEY
Sorry, just throw ng out an option.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
Vll, | guess, | would have to rescind ny order shutting down the
paper .

ERI' N
Hmm this is the Internet Age...Mster Longerflumm may | propose
a conprom se
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M STER LONGERFLUVM
VWhat is your conprom se?

ERI N
W renove What Wuld Thomas Do from The Tuba Tattl er

M STER LONGERFLUMM
Good.

ERI N
But, we are allowed to keep it going on the Internet. W wll
not use any school resources, well except maybe the wrel ess
network, to run it.

M STER LONGERFLUWM
(Pondering for a |long nonent.)
As much as | don't like the idea of that colum stil
exi sting...You have a deal. The Tuba Tattler, oh do | hate that
name, i s open for business once again.

(A shout of joy conmes up
fromthe students.)

FRANK
Maybe we can entertain some new nanmes fromour readers for the
paper, M ster Longerfl umm

M STER LONGERFLUVM
Good, right nowall I want is to not see those pink papers any
more. Go wite up a proper edition why don't you.

ERI'N
Ve will Sir.

M SS POTTER
|"mso proud of you two. You have |earned a very val uable | esson
in the Cass of Life.

FRANK
Not to nmention saved ourselves fromenduring the joys of summer
school

ERI' N
Hey now, stop yapping, we gotta get typing.

(ERI'N and FRANK | ead the
rest of the cast off the
stage. The curtain closes.)



ACT V
SCENE 4

(After a few nonments, voices
are heard from behind the

curtain.)
ROGER
Dol really have to do this. | mean, cone on
STACI E
Yes, you gotta hold up your end of the bet there.
LEW S
Yeah, | always said that was your col or.

(The curtain opens, ROGER
is in the center of the
stage in a pink dress or
tutu.)

ROGER
| am so going to get you guys for this.

STACI E
Shut up and shake it Shrinp Boy.

ROGER
I"'ma little teapot, short and stout
Here is ny handl e
(One hand on his hip.)
Here is my spout
(Gt her armout straight.)
VWen | get all steanmed up, hear me shout
Just tip nme over and pour ne out!
(He |l eans over and tip arm
out |ike a spout)
|"ma clever teapot, yes it's true
Here's an exanple of what | can do I can change ny handle to ny
spout
(Switch arm positions and
repeat tipping notion.)
Just tip nme over and pour ne out

(ROGER stands up and turns
to the assenbl ed cast.)

ROGER
Are you happy now?
STAC E
For now, but you still owe ne for all those shrinp coments.

The End.
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